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TEDDIES ¢ 


oc H and CSV (Community 

Service Volunteers) jointly 

organised one of five regional 
events for ‘Make a Difference Day’. 
It was a Giant Teddy Bears Picnic at 
the Gateshead International Stadium - 
and it was a huge success. Sue 
Coffey of ZYMO (our PR company) 
and staff member Keith Crocker 
were joint co-ordinators. Keith gives 
his impressions... 


Right from the start we were amazed 
at the goodwill surrounding the event - 
we were met with a ‘can do’ attitude 
from everyone we came into contact 
with. We sent out press releases, and 
posters to nearly 300 infant and junior 
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schools followed by 50,000 invitations, 
one to each child in the area, via the 
schools internal courier service. 
Volunteers were drawn from Toc H and 
the Stadium itself to act as stewards, 
receptionists, hospitality, litter pickers 
etc., co-ordinated by John Dunwell. 


It came as something of a relief when 
BBC Radio Newcastle agreed to come 
on board and supplied us with a local 
radio personality, Paul Wappatt, to act 
as MC. This provided a focal point as 
they brought along their Radio 
Roadshow caravan which converts 
into a stage. 


The event was timed to start at 12.00 
noon but ‘picnickers’ began to arrive at 


Toc H 


Toc H is committed to building a fairer 
society by working with communities to 
promote friendship and service, confront 
prejudice and practise reconciliation. 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
works to break down barriers between people 
by challenging their prejudices about others and 
the divisions which exist in society. Its work is 
based on Christian principles, and people of all 
faiths, and of none, are welcomed. 


10.45. By 12.00 our reception area was 
inundated and long queues began to 
form. One thing we hadn't considered 
was the amount of baby buggies we 
would have to cope with, so we had 

to open another reception area to 
alleviate the problem. We thought if 
we attracted about 1000, we would 
do well; in the event it reached nearly 
4000, which over-stretched us 
somewhat. Each child was given a 
Teddy mask and a pen and encouraged 
to write a pledge on the reverse to say 
how they would ‘ make a difference '. 


Sue Coffey had worked closely with 
the BBC to produce a meticulously 
timed running order. Entertainment 
was provided by Mr Bo the clown 
who was a great hit with the children. 
Girl band ‘DEVOTION’ from the Wirral 
who are Toc H members, and a boy 
band from the North East called 3MN, 
provided the music. There were also 
marching displays from Majorette 
bands, all beautifully turned out in 
their uniforms. 
RYT 


continued on page 6 


Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 
tackling social problems, such as loneliness 
and deprivation, through an approach which 
emphasises self-help, and encourages people 
to accept responsibility for themselves and 
their local community. 

Toc H uses the model of the compass to 
offer four personal challenges which are the 
inspiration for its members. 

These ‘Four Points of the Compass’ are set 
out on page 2. 


Toc H Is a registered charity No 211042. 


Welcome to our 
New Members 


Robert Morris - Newport 
Leonard Dove - S.E.Region 
Arthur Derrick - Crewkerne 
Jennifer Gosling - S.E.Region 
Gwendoline Williams - Mill Hill 
Jane Noble - N.Walsham 


Guest Members 


Joy Morgan, Darren Langton, 
June Slade, Sylvia King, 

George Butler, Edward Wharmby - 
S.W.Region 

Joanne Reeve - Scotland Region 
Constance Bedingfeld - 

Mid-E. Region 

Hazel Schofield - S.E.Region 
and... 


Junior Member 


Chelsea Morgan - S.E.Region 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 


1. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all In friendship, 


2. Service - ‘To Build Bravely’ - 


to give personal service. 
3. Fairmindedness - ‘To Think Falrly’ - 
ta listen always to the views 
of others and to find one’s 
own convictions. 


. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practise 
the Christian way of life, and to 
help the truth to prevail. 


Point 3 Is the magazine of Toc H. H takes 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Falrmindedness'’. It seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 
Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 68T 

Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mall: info@toch.org.uk 

Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 
Next copy deadline: 16th January 2002. 


A full copy of the current editorial policy 
Is avallable on request from the Editor. 
The opinions expressed are those of the 
Individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or of Toc H. 
While Point 3 Is made avaliable to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 
The Editors reserve the right to cut 
or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stipulates 
otherwise. 
Printed on chiorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


WRESTLING WITH CHANG, 
CENTRAL COUNCIL 2004 


An overview 


he issues facing this year’s 
| Central Council were supremely 

important for Toc H, and its 
future. A raft of resolutions - 
covering Toc H basics, development. 
chaplaincy, property management, 
governance and finance - were on 
the order paper. These were to 
implement the various parts of the 
revised Business Plan, the original of 
which Council had adopted in 2000 
subject to further discussions and 
final approval this year. A year of 
much consultation and discussion had 
passed. During the year the Plan had 
been refined but it had also become 
clear that there was more 


enthusiasm in the Movement for 
some parts than for others. 


In the event, Council said a 
resounding Yes to the re-affirmation 
of Toc H basics, the development 
plans, the property proposals and 
the new Chaplaincy team. On the 
other hand, the various governance 
proposals, (to which were linked the 
5 year budget), required a change to 
Toc H's Royal Charter. Any change 
to the Royal Charter requires a 75% 
majority, and this was not achieveg, 
More work therefore needs to be 
done in that area. 


Fuller details of Central Council are 
given on pages 4 and 5. 


Letter from the chairman 


What a Council! 

You could have cut the atmosphere 
with a knife. Feelings were running 
very high and yet members 
conducted themselves mostly with 
respect and decorum. 


What now? 

Council overwhelmingly endorsed the 
work already taking place in the 
development field: volunteering, 
membership, Families under Pressure 
and Friendship Circles. It endorsed 
wholeheartedly the proposals for the 
work with our property portfolio to 
develop the concept of Talbot 
Centres. It endorsed with gladness 
the policy for the chaplaincy team. 
The governance issue, however, is 
still not resolved. There is still much 
work to be done. 

Where to next? 

After the charter resolution failed, the 
solicitors offered us an alternative 
resolution. This instructed the CEC 
to bring new proposals to council 
which retain the areas in which there 
was agreement and offer alternatives 
to areas where there was not. 

The debate on governance has gone 
on long enough. It has slowed down 


Di Claxton (Chairman) 
Philippa (Pippa) Borchard - 
(Vice-Chairman) 

Ken Cockerton 

Noreen Douglas 

Peter Ellis 
John Evans 
Harry Graham 


The Central Executive 


the real work of Toc H and uncertainty 
has led to a certain amount of 
inactivity. We need to draw things to a 
conclusion as soon as possible. We 
are working towards June 2002. 
Please can | beg you to work together 
towards a satisfactory end. | have been 
personally hurt by comments made and 
misinterpretations of things said and | 
know others have too. We cannot 
afford to allow debate and differences 
of opinion to become divisive. That 
should not be Toc H's way. 

As always | am available to you to 
hear your comments and opinions 
and answer questions. 


A Claxton 


Di Claxton 


Chairman Di Claxton (left) 
with Gill Moody of Craigmyle. 


Committee for 2001 


Anne Puddicombe 
Jeremy Topham 
Chris Williams 


Plus Ex Officio 
Geoff Smith - Director 
Derek Ridgway — Hon Treasurer. 
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GEOFF’S WALK 


Despite many hazards, not least 
much rotten weather, Geoff duly 
completed his epic walk from 
Poperinge to London. It has raised 
over £3,500 for Toc H funds. These 
were some of his comments... 


DAY 1. Chased by dogs. All the 
cottages have a huge dog - not 
always on a chain! In the village of 
Herzeele a fete was in progress, a 
kind of huge garage sale selling 
everything from live chickens to 
cars, motobecanes, and | suspect 
wives and sisters. 


DAY 2. Weather chucked it down. 
Got soaked. Met asylum seekers 
going the other way. “England's 
finished” (at least that’s what I 
thought they said.) 


DAY 3. More rain. Satina 
Starbucks in Ashford in pouring rain 
watching a guy with an umbrella 
importune people on behalf of 
Greenpeace. The person ! stayed 
with had saved me a cutting from 
the Baptist Times referring to my 


GET UP AND 


Pippa Borchard, newly elected 
Vice-Chairman of the CEC, sent 
us a report on an exciting project 
in Glasgow in August. These are 
some extracts... 


n 1999 Bill Cowie (Skelmorlie 

Branch) and | (Ripon & District) led a 

project at Strathclyde University. We 
made lots of friends and new contacts 
and gained experience. It encouraged 
us to consider another one with a 
greater challenge. This resulted in six 
volunteers (ages ranging from 18 to 
84) gathering at Strathclyde University 
one very wet Sunday afternoon. Old 
friendships were renewed and new 
ones quickly began. 


Our clients were eight people, aged 
21 to 54, with learning difficulties and 
a similar number of deprived old 
people. The week's programme was 
planned to include an arts course, 
dance and movement, plus a series 
of cultural visits. 


time as a punk vicar. It described me 
as ‘now reformed’! 


DAY 4. Walked to Maidstone, 18 
miles from Ashford mainly down the 
A2. Stayed with ‘Polly’ Perkins, ex- 
vicar and ex-Toc H staff who treated 
me like royalty (and introduced me to 
a new use for a hot water bottle!) 
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Geoff leaving Talbot House, with Janet 
who nobly acted as back-up driver 


GLASGOW! 


The weather on Monday morning was 
fine, and we awaited our new clients 
in eager anticipation. The younger 
people (ACCORD Centre members) 
arrived on time. Our art tutor, 
Jennifer, was busy preparing 
materials but where were the older 
people? Eventually their carer arrived, 
alone; all her group had changed their 
minds! What project ever progressed 
100% to plan? By lunch, though, 
others had arrived and the rest had 
started art work. 


Our afternoon visits included the 
Gallery of Modern Art, the Botanical 
Gardens and the world famous Burrell 
Collection with Egyptian exhibition. 
The latter was so realistic with sound 
effects that one member fainted but 
recovered quite quickly. On Wednesday 
we visited Loch Lomond, and this was 
a lovely, relaxing, friendly outing. 


By Friday lunch everyone had 
produced an individual ‘work of art’ 


» 


Got a taxi from Maidstone to his 
house... the driver said “England's 
finished, I'm leaving as soon as our 
Gary (his son) gets a job”. 


DAY 5. Walked to South Darenth 
(Dartford). Not much action, just 
walking. Passed an Army training 
camp clearly on full alert, preparing 
for war? Viewed the Dartford 
crossing from East Hill near 
Eynsford. Stayed with a Toc H 
member, excellent bottle of wine! 


DAY 6. To London. Walked under 

the M25 on an ancient track now 
part of the Darenth Valley Trail. 
Grafitti on motorway bridge. Did it 
say ‘England's finished’? From top of 
Shooters Hill could see the London 
Eye, could it see me? To Greenwich, 
the Dome, along the Thames Path 
which at one point ended in the foyer 
of the Hilton. “You can't come in 
here”, they said, “Go back the way 
you came”. Reached Tower Bridge 
and All Hallows. | was finished. 


England, | think, will last a bit longer! 


and the group had learned a dance 
routine (see photo) which they 
demonstrated with huge enjoyment 
round the art room. Our celebratory 
lunch was special with everyone 
feeling a great sense of achievement, 
new friendships secure and the sense 
of a week well spent. Our ACCORD 
friends had to go off to rehearse for 
their version of ‘Stars in their eyes’ 
that evening. We all attended the 
show, and to our delight all their 
collages were mounted in pride of 
place on the main wall of the concert 
room. Several of our friends 
performed and it was enthralling to 
see their enthusiasm, talent and 
sheer effort. 


So ended a good week. 


WRESTLING WI TH CHAIN GE 
Proceedings at Central Council 2001 


FRIDAY EVENING 
Gill Moody, from charity consultants 
Craigmyle, spoke on ‘Change’. 
She said all charities are finding 
recruitment of members and 
volunteers more difficult, there is 
much tighter regulation from the 
Charity Commissioners, there is 
greater suspicion about charities in 
the wider world which means they 
must be more accountable. She 
also spoke of the wider context of 
economic downturn, fear and 
nervousness since Sept 11, and 
other factors. This means that all 
chanties, Toc H no exception, MUST 
change, but she pointed out that 
change is stressful. It can lead to 
anger. The solution is honesty and 
courtesy, which she felt were the 
hallmarks of a Christian debate. She 
expressed her enthusiasm for the 
Toc H Four Points of the Compass, 
which faced outwards to society but 
had a central point - God. 


SATURDAY 

The Chairman's opening 
After notices, and Royal messages, 
Di Claxton spoke. She outlined what 
had taken place since last year's 
adoption of the Business Plan, and 
felt there was wide acceptance of 
the need for change. She recognised 
that change is frightening but 
said ‘Think beyond your personal 
involvement to the wider needs of 
the Movement’. ‘Charities do not 
exist for their members’ she said 
‘but they exist for their objectives. 
We have to work so that Toc H 
becomes a genuine vehicle for its 
values of bringing people together, 
reconciliation and service’. 


REPORTS 
Janet Clay presented the CEC report 
to Council. As at 31st March 2001 
we had 169 branches and 2,694 
members (many not in branches). 
There were 37 Junior members. 
Derek Ridgway, Hon Treasurer, 
presented the Accounts, and also 
gave an update for the first six 
months of the current year. He did 
point out, however, that we have not 
yet felt the full effect of Sept 11th. 
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THE MOTIONS 

Re-affirmations 
Council then re-affirmed, unanimously, 
that ‘Toc H has a future’. Director 
Geoff Smith stressed the vital role 
Toc H had in present day society, with 
its commitment to building better 
communities. He gave a long list of 
people both inside and outside Toc H 
who were convinced of its future. 
During his speech he alarmed 
councillors by starting to strip off - 
and revealed a specially made T shirt 
(see photos!) to ram home his 
message. Council also unanimously 
re-affirmed ‘its commitment to the 
Toc H Four Points of the Compass’. 


The Director's new T shirt 
(for reverse see back page). 


Structure 
Council then tackled Governance. 
The first resolution, proposed by 
Ken Prideaux-Brune, was to 
establish a four region structure. 
However, after a few contributions 
it became apparent that there 
was some confusion as to the real 
meaning of this resolution. Any 
creation of separate regional 
companies required a change to the 
Royal Charter, which was to come 
next. Council therefore adjourned 
this discussion until after that. 


Derek Ridgway then proposed that 
Council adopted the changes to the 
Royal Charter as outlined in the 
Structural Overview Document. In 
fact, the wording on the order paper 
had been expanded at the request 
of the Privy Council; this included 


the need for a further meeting of 
Central Council to ratify any changes 
made by the Privy Council. Derek 
outlined the structure proposed, With 
Regional Boards, a National Board, 
affiliation agreements etc. The Toc H 
solicitors then updated Council on 
recent changes. They explained that, 
although Toc H had hoped to alter its 
objects, the Charity Commissioners 
were not in agreement and it was 
expected the Privy Council would 
also say No. The objects would 
therefore remain as in the present 
Charter. They said the proposals 
were designed to do three things - 
to replace an unwieldy structure, to 
control risk and to help fund-raising. 


There then followed an intense two- 
hour debate. Jeremy Topham felt 
that, even though the intent was 

to simplify, these proposals did not 
do so. He also felt it would be hard 
to find directors as it was a more 
onerous position than being a 
Councillor. He felt the present 
structure gave enough power to 
control risk, if used properly. John 
Edwards said the issue is ‘Who 
controls the budget?’ ‘Is it genuinely 
‘bottom-up’ or is actually ‘top- 
down"’. Harry Graham said that this 
structure was indeed more ‘bottom- 
up’, and Jo Eaton said that we had 
to change or ‘we won't be here in 
two years time!’ Pippa Borchard 
urged Council to ‘get on with it’, 
and said that fears about the 
structure being divisive were not 
real, as people can always make 
friendships with members 
elsewhere. Pat Turner urged Council 
to take its time - and ‘get it right’. 


Louisa Evans said she doubted we 
could really fill five boards of 
directors, and we needed a simpler 
structure with a single national 
board, as did Matthew Plumridge. 
Ted Tunnadine shared these 
anxieties and felt the idea would 
fragment Toc H. In response Geoff 
Smith explained that there had 
been discussion about the single- 
company model but the lawyers 
had advised against. It would not 
address the areas of regulation and 
financial control. He commended the 
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proposals as ‘a piacform for change’ 


After tea break the Rev John Weir 
said we must move on; much work 
had been done and we should not 
waste it. Ann Puddicombe asked 
Council not to see it as a threat but 
as a two-way structure. 


Council then voted. Votes FOR 
were 36, AGAINST were 21. This 
was not the required 75%, so the 
resolution was defeated. 


The solicitors then drafted an 
alternative resolution to deal with the 
new situation. This was agreed with 
just one vote against. It referred the 
proposals back to CEC ‘for further 
consideration and to prepare revised 
proposals to be presented to the 
Central Council at a meeting... no 
later than 30th June 2002’. The CEC 
was further mandated to consider 
provision ‘for the direct election of 
members of the Management 
Committee of Toc H National by 

the members of Toc H National’, 

for maintaining for the time being 
the existing regional structure, 

and for arrangements as regards 
accountability of branches, groups, 
affliated groups, and individual 
members. It was also agreed to take 
the revised proposals to the Privy 
Council for approval before the special 
Central Council meeting held to 
approve them and to consider other 
ways of addressing funding concerns. 
The full text of this lengthy resolution 
is available from Central Services. 


The adjourned resolution about a 
regional structure was then 
withdrawn, as was the resolution 
proposing the 5 year budget. 


Property 
The LEDA group presented ideas 
for developing Toc H properties. 
They explained that there was a 
wide range, from the ‘majestic’ to 
the ‘not so majestic’! We have to 
get them up to the standard 
required from the external market, 
and they explained the concept of 
‘Talbot Centres’. They showed 
exciting proposals for the Adlington 
Camp and for properties at 
Bridlington and Leigh. Council 
agreed by 53 votes to 2, ‘to adopt 
the policy for Talbot Centres...’ 


SUNDAY 
Development 
Council heard presentations from 
the four members of staff who were 
heading up the development areas. 


Jenny Banks spoke of the Families 
under Pressure programme, She 
told of the success of the present 
schemes in Cheshire and East 
London, and that we are about to 
launch new ones in Bradford and 
Croydon. There are also hopes of 
new starts in High Wycombe, 
Bilston and perhaps schemes linked 
to the new Talbot Centres in Leigh 
and Adlington. 


Jenny Banks (left) and Maggie Gittleson - 
Families under Pressure staff. 


Jo Eaton shared her vision for 
Friendship Circles. The accent should 
be on creating ‘healthy communities’. 
We are not about providing services, 
as some other providers do, but 
about providing solutions. We need 
new models that are open to all and 
with a strong self-help ethos. A pilot 
scheme has already started in 
Wrexham, and in Runcorn there is 
now a community house. Explorations 
are taking place in Liverpool and Kent. 
If anyone has any under-used branch 
rooms - contact Jo! 


John Dunwell gave a round-up 

of the ideas in the Volunteer 
Programme area. There are plans 
to develop the events programme, 
explore more longer-term 
volunteering, create a Volunteer 
policy, develop proper accreditation 
for volunteers, and develop 
Citizenship Training. We are already 
part of a consortium exploring Post- 
16 citizenship training in Bucks. 


oan Burgess, heading up B pi 
| and Membership development, paid 
tribute to the value of his experiende 
as a branch member, where as a 
young man he was needed and 
valued. He hopes to use Councillors 
more, but also to develop a netwo 
of voluntary Development Officers. 
He celebrated the advent of junior 

| membership and he saw a potenti 
for launching groups based round 

| Talbot Centres. 


In each of these four developments 
areas Council unanimously adopted 
the policy presented. 


Chaplaincy 
Council unanimously adopted the 
policy for Chaplaincy. It confirmed 
the Rev John Weir as leader of the 
National Chaplaincy team, David 
Coleman as Hon Chaplain for the 
South West, Rev. Jonathan Adams 
as Hon Chaplain for the North, and 
Rev Colin Elliott as Hon Chaplain 
for the South East. 


DIRECTOR’S SPEECH 
At the close of Council Geoff Smith 
spoke. He expressed his sorrow at 
the result of the debate about the 
Royal Charter which he felt left us 
in some disarray. He went on, 
though, to say that the events of 
September 11th make it clear we 
live in a world that desperately 
needs Toc H values. We need to 
be speaking our message of 
reconciliation loud and clear. 


He shared with Council his idea that 
the Ceremony of Light could be 
taken outside Toc H and shared with 
a wider audience. Special services 
could be arranged built round the 
Ceremony of Light, with a fund- 
raising potential and a message of 
reconciliation. We must, he put it, 
‘Take the light from behind its 
bushel and put it on the hillside.’ 


New faces - Chaplains Jonathan Adams and John Weir (centre) 
with Chris Duncan (Cheshire Families under Pressure scheme. 


PERSPECTIVES ON SEPTEMBER 1th. 


By Srian Balj 


oachers Den, at Pinchbeck in 
persnr was busy on 

Saturday 6th October. When 
members of the Toc H Mid East 
Regional Council arrived for their 
meeting they found a joint group 
of men from Toc H and Bradford 
Council for Mosques, still clearing 
away breakfast. This was another 
joint venture designed to help break 
down cultura! and religious barriers, 
and barriers of disability since 
several of the Bradford people were 
blind or partially sighted. Add to 
this our broad age-range, and the 
only diversity missing was that we 
had no women there (for cultural/ 
religious reasons). 


The main activity on Saturday was 
cycling at Rutland Water. Don't worry, 
those who had no sight were on the 
back of tandems - well most of the 
time! The cycling was all on special 
cycle paths away from traffic. Some 
of the group particularly enjoyed the 


challenge of the informal race on the 
way back, encouraged to get back 
quickly by the shower of rain. 


In the evening, after an excellent 
curry cooked by Munir from 
Bradford, we made time for a 
serious discussion. The topic was 
issues of faith for Muslims, Christians 
and others. Inevitably much centred 
on the 11th September bombings, 
and all the reaction to it. The 
discussion took place the night 
before American and British forces 
attacked targets in Afghanistan. 


Most of the views held were very 
different from those that we 
generally see in the media. Perhaps 
we all need to examine our own 
opinions more closely, to be sure 
that we are consistent in applying 
our own values to this situation. 
The main points from the 
discussion were: 


m While in no way condoning the 
actions of 11th September, there 
was much anger and frustration, 
within our group, at what the 
USA has done since. 


m The USA and Britain are applying 
double standards, being 
indifferent to killing in other parts 
of the world (e.g. Kashmir, 


TEDDIES ‘MAKE A DIFFERENCE’ 


continued from page 1 


Six of our volunteers wore a Teddy 
bear costume and were very popular 
as they danced to the music and 
generally entertained the children, as 
well as Billy Blood-drop supplied by 
the Blood Transfusion Service! 


The Mayor of Gateshead and the 

Lord Mayor of Newcasile gave the 
official welcome. Director, Geoff Smith 
spoke about Toc H, and Karen 
Napleton from CVS explained what 
‘Make a Difference Day’ was all about. 


The event climaxed with a giant 
conga led by a pedicab, a pedal 
powered rickshaw-type vehicle ridden 
by our new chaplain for the North 
East, the Rev Jonathan Adams in his 
Teddy bear outfit! In it was an 
enormous bear donated by Clinton 
Cards, and the four Toc H travelling 
Bears as they set off on their 
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journeys around the world courtesy 
of British Airways, to return in a 
month's time. Their progress can be 
followed on the TOC H Website. 


~ 


In August 

George Dench S.E.Region 
Sidney Parker Isle of Wight 
In September 

Eileen Parsonage Weymouth 


Cecil (‘Griff’) Griffiths Cheade Hulme 
Mabel Grummitt S.E.Region 
Frank Everard Long Eaton 
Nellie Hamilton Cheadle Hulme 


= OBITUARIES 


Chechnya) where it does not 
affect them. 


m It is western countries who 
supply the arms to regimes, 
who then become “enemies". 


m The reactions of western 
countries are generally driven 
by materialism. 


mu The super-powers always want 
to control. 


a If we value human beings, we 
should do so irrespective of faith, 
culture etc. A life is a life. 


m When people are left with no 
power, the only effective way 
for them to make a stand, or 
make a point, is a “terrorist act”. 


m Everyone, including Osama bin 
Laden, should be entitled to 
be considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 


u Mutual respect for others’ values 
is lacking on a global level. 


The discussion was heated at 
times, but throughout there was 
respect for the other person's point 
of view; a huge amount of true 
listening went on. We hope that 
this article will help readers to 
appreciate what is, perhaps, a 
different point of view. 


In conclusion, we felt that, after such 
a successful event, much had been 
achieved in raising the profile of 

Toc H. We even had a mention on 
Tyne Tees Television news! Maybe 
Toc H should consider organising a big 
event annually; it is not as daunting 

a prospect as it might appear to be, 
and generates much goodwill. 


A big thank-you to all who gave time 
and effort to make this such a 
successful event. 


Keith Crocker. 


In October 
Wilfred Sugar Long Eaton 
Richard Gentle Lea Valley 
John Tee Bala 

William (Bill) McGee Wyre Forest 


In November 
Muriel Carter 


PROMOTING SELF-CONFIDENCE 
THROUGH FRIENDSHIP CIRCLES 

It was very heartening to hear National 
Friendship Circle Development Officer 
Jo Eaton's presentation at Central 
Council of her vision of the future of 
Friendship Circles. 


We have been developing and co- 
ordinating Friendship Circles in 
Buckinghamshire for 16 years and have 
built up a wealth of knowledge and 
experience. It was satisfying to hear 
that our work has had a very similar 
ethos to the one Jo sees for the 
future. We work with people who have 
mental health problems, many of 
whom have experienced bereavement, 
addictions, abuse and loneliness, which 
make them feel isolated from their own 
communities. Participants are always 
‘members’, not ‘clients’. We work 
firmly on the premise that members 
own their Friendship Circles while we 
provide support and guidance, 
challenges and responsibilities and a 
safe, friendly environment which allows 
members to be themselves. We offer 
not just the very occasional ‘tea and 
sympathy’ (which we all need from 
time to time), but also warmth and 
encouragement to participate in the 
planning of all activities, which 
increases self-confidence and self 
esteem. Several members have 
returned to work, taken up studies 
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and/or become volunteers. Many 
friendships have been forged which 


enable Circle members to have further 
social outlets. 


As an Iver member said recently ‘I have 
gained more from this Friendship Circle 
since joining a year ago, than from 
anyone over the past 10 years’. 
Statements like this and those from 
Social Services personnel over the 
years, have provided us with at least 
some of the recognition and motivation 
we need and which has largely 
otherwise been missing. Toc H can be 
proud of Bucks Friendship Circles 


Pam Johnson and Jill Wingrove 
Friendship Circle Development Officers Bucks 


GOLDEN JUBILEE 

Saltford Branch are planning their 2002 
programme and have decided that their 
theme next year will focus around the 
Queen's Golden Jubilee. We feel that 
this is appropriate as Her Majesty is a 
Patron of Toc H. We wish to invite to 
speak to the branch representatives 
from charities who will be celebrating 
their Golden Jubilees in 2002 and 
wonder whether anyone can suggest 
to us names of charities which they 
know fall into this category. It may 

be that someone can direct us toa 
website which will provide information 
about charities grouped in order of 
date of foundation. 


LELLER S 


Qur current programme theme ‘Faith 
and the Family’ has brought speakers 
to us from each of the major religions 
of the world as well as providing an 
opportunity for each of our Members 
to speak on their faith in relation to 
their family. We can commend this 
exercise to your readers and hope that 
they in turn may be able to offer us 
help for our next programme theme. 


Mary M. Edwards 
Secretary, Saltford Branch 


NEW BLOOD DONOR RECORD 

Yet another success story for the men 
at Walsall Branch. On the first Saturday 
of Toc H Week we ran a blood donor 
recruiting campaign and signed up 
370 new donors. We also distributed 
organ donor cards and details about 
bone marrow donations. Maureen 
Keller of the National Blood Service, 
who helped with the arrangements 
and the day. said she was delighted 
with the result. 


It was the latest of many sign-up 
sessions over the last 50 years, and 
beat our previous best of 361. We 
managed to get an article in the local 
papers despite the events.of the 
previous week on the other side of 
the pond. 


Derek Ridqway 
Walsall 


Nellie Hamilton was a loyal member of 
Toc H. For many years she helped with 
the Toc H library at Stepping Hill Hospital 
and for many years she was also Branch 
chairman, and latterly Pilot. She will be 
greatly missed at Cheadle Hulme 
Women's branch. MLS 


Cec Griffiths (‘Griff'), who died in 
October, was a faithful member of Toc H, 
serving beside his late wife Joan, for very 
many years. He was a generous, kind, 
helpful, caring Toc H man who will be 
sorely missed at Cheadle Hulme Branch 
and in the wider district. MLS 


Sidney Parker, who died in August, was a 
member of Parkhurst Men's Branch before 
it closed, serving on the committee, and 
also on the District Executive Committee. 
Sid had a very active life and gained the 
D.FC. for bravery in the 2nd World War. 


TRIBUTES 


He was active in the work with disabled 
children on the Island, and also the Sea 
Scout movement. After his branch closed 
Sid always supported the Women's 
branch. The sum of £481 has been given 
to Toc H in his memory. We have indeed 
lost a true friend. JR 


Jack Holland, of Buckingham Branch, died 
in September. He was a longstanding 
member of Toc H and helped in many 
ways. For many years he made a weekly 
visit to Stoke Mandeville Hospital to talk 
to patients there. He was involved right 
up to the end, and actually attended the 
‘North of the River Rally’ in Harpenden a 
week before his death. DB 


John Tee, Chairman of Bala branch, 
tragically died following a car accident in 
October. He had just participated in a local 
Eisteddfod, singing in the over-60s 


competition. John embodied Toc H in Bala. 
He was a member for many decades, and 
chairman for well over one decade. He will 
be remembered for his total commitment 
to Toc H principles, his support for local 
organisations, and his steadfastness in 
visiting the sick and elderly. ‘To lose him is 
sorrow — but to remember him is jay’ 


Bill McGee, who died in October, was a 
very valued member of Wyre Forest 
Branch. He joined Peterhead Branch in 
1937 and was later a member of 
Shooters Hill, London. He served in the 
Army between ‘39 and ‘46 and met his 
wife Rita (also a member) in the Toc H 
canteen in Leicester. After the War he 
joined Loughborough Branch and then, on 
retirement, Wyre Forest Branch where he 
became an eagle-eyed treasurer. The 
Branch will miss his friendship and dry 
Scottish humour. WE 


| NOTICE BOARD 
A POEM FOR CHRISTMAS 


Oh, hearken, for this is wonder! So Light came and shone. 

Light looked down, and beheld Darkness. So came Peace and gave Rest. 

‘Thither will | go,’ said Light. So came Love and brought Life. 

Peace looked down, and beheld War. And the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
‘Thither will | go,’ said Peace. among us. 

Love looked down, and beheld Hatred. 


‘Thither will | go,’ said Love. Laurence Housman. 


WEIRSIDE - A CORRECTION 


In our last issue we gave the name and address of 
Trevor Whatmore, the new Bookings Secretary for 


Talbot House — Poperinge 


Honorary Wardens 
needed for 2002 


The main duties of volunteer Honorary Wardens at Talbot 
House are: to assist the staff during the day (minding 
souvenir shop, making tea for visitors...), to be available 
after office hours (answering phone enquires, greeting new 
arrivals...) and generally making sure residents and visitors 
are happy. 


the Toc H Centre at Weirside. Please note that 
Trevor's postcode is WV6 8TG - and not as printed 
previously. Thank you. 


BRIXWORTH WITH A CAMERA 


18th May 2002 
If you have not yet visited Brixworth Country Park - the 
scene of the Toc H Millennium project ‘Countryside Access 
for All’ - this is your chance. 


A daily expense allowance is payable, together with travel 
costs. Wardens have one day off every week. 


Wardens are still needed for April, the second half of July 
and the first half of October 2002. 
IF you would be interested in giving a month or a fortnight 
to hosting the many visitors and residents, please contact: 


Come and see and snap! You are invited to bring your 
camera. The day will start at 10-30 a.m. with a brief 
introduction to the project. and then some tips from a 
professional photographer. You will then have about 3 
hours to explore the Park, see what Toc H has done to 
make it truly ‘accessible’, have your lunch (Bring your 
own or use the Cafe there) and shoot a roll of film. We 
shall then rush your films to a nearby 1 hour developer, 
and somewhere around 4-30 p.m. we shall view the 
results, and hear comments from our professional 


Miss Annelies Vermeulen, Chief Executive 

Talbot House, Gasthuisstraat 43 

8970 Poperinge, Belgium 

Tel.: ++ 32 57 33 32 28 Fax: ++ 3257 33 21 83 

e-mail: talbot.house@skynet.be 

Volunteers will then be put in contact with an experienced 
warden in the UK who will be most pleased to give practical 
help and advice. 


Cost: £7-00 (to include cost of developing the film) 


To apply: Contact John Mitchell, 94 Burcott Lane, Bierton, 
Aylesbury HP22 5AS. Tel: 01296-435929 


EVENT LEADER TRAINING The 2002 LONDON WALK 


PIR E E E o ‘Horrors, Holies and Hawkubites' 
-3rd Ma a i 3 
t K ‘ Ea oily will take place on Saturday 7th September. 
Do you think you have what it takes to plan f 
and lead a Toc H Event? More details later ~ but keep the day free! 
If so, come on this leaders’ preparation weekend. 
More details from Lesley Whittaker on 01902 - 864946. 


EXPLORING THE ROOTS 


4th to 8th July 2002. 
Talbot House, Poperinge. 
How and why did Toc H start? On this trip we explore 
what happened in Flanders during the Great War, and 
learn how Talbot House came to be opened. Open to all, 
it makes an ideal introduction for the new member. 
Cost: £140. Travel by minibus. 

Interested? Contact John Burgess, 66 Park Meadow, 
Hatfield, Herts AL9 SHB. Or tel: 01707 264949. 


Not so 
dim 
after all! 


The Director's 
new T shirt 
(full article on page 4) 
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